
02 FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Sam Day Community,

My goodness what a year it has been! Fiscal Year 2020 started last July while most 
of us remained isolated at home or in a socially-distanced, outdoor experience. 
Many medical  
professionals became consumed with the trauma of COVID-19. While the pandem-
ic changed everything around us, I worried about a decrease in engagement and 
essential revenue, which would result in slower than normal progress for childhood 
cancer research. Together, we all feared the impact of a disease. But one thing I 
love about the human  
spirit is our intention to survive and live well despite the worldwide turmoil we’ve 
been living through. 

Kids continued to get cancer in 2020 and 2021. Some went into remission, some 
relapsed, and sadly some kids passed away. As a mother experienced in the anxiety 
and sorrow that comes with childhood cancer, I worried every day about the fami-
lies enduring treatment  
in an isolated hospital room with limited contact to their supporters and providers.

More than a year later, I am proud to say that the Sam Day Foundation community 
and contributions have grown! As a result, we’ve been able to support several more 
research projects than in the previous year. This Annual Report tells the story of 
how a compassionate community can rise up and make a difference together, even 
while we’ve had to exist apart.

Sincerely,

Lorna M. Day
Executive DirectorANNUAL REPORT

2021
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MISSION

https://www.instagram.com/samdayfoundation

https://www.facebook.com/theSamDayFoundation

https://twitter.com/foundation_sam

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sam-day-foundation/?viewAsMember=true

THE SAM DAY
FOUNDATION
STRIVES TO FUND
RESEARCH FOR
RARE PEDIATRIC
CANCERS AND
LIFE-GIVING
EXPERIENCES
SO KIDS
WITH CANCER
CAN SURVIVE
AND LIVE WELL.
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Here we are in our fourth year of the Sam Day Foundation, and I am proud to say 
that we have seen steady organizational and community growth since we launched 
in 2018. Despite the fundraising challenges that came with the pandemic, the Sam 
Day Foundation has sustained momentum, and today we are more connected,  
impactful, and strategically focused than ever. 

In 2019, SDF established a plan to engage several institutions in research projects 
that could lead to clinical trials for kids with brain tumor and sarcoma cancers.  
Below is a very brief summary of some of our recent developments and accom-
plishments.

 • With $441,000 spent on accelerating research projects this year, each one  
  of them is set up to impact kids with cancer in the Pacific Northwest (PNW).

 • We now have partnerships with six research institutions, including the  
  following four in the PNW: Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, Randall  
  Children’s Hospital, Seattle Children’s Research Institute, and Children’s  
  Cancer Therapy Development Institute (cc-TDI).

 • Two out-of-the-area researchers have committed to making an effort to  
  include PNW hospitals in their clinical trial plans. 

 • Materials needed for ultra-rare cancer research have been generated and  
  are now available through the Children’s Oncology Group and cc-TDI.  
  Multiple publications have been generated from early studies of these  
  rare tumor types. 

 • An Endowed Pediatric Cancer Lectureship has been established at Oregon  
  Health and Science University, which will create opportunities for our local  
  clinicians to learn about cutting-edge research and clinical applications  
  from masters in the field.

Each of these partnerships is leading to even more impactful research projects,  
and I am very energized by the progress we can make in the coming years. 

There is nothing I love more in this job than giving families hope, and working 
alongside researchers to enable real potential for change. Change is long overdue, 
and kids with cancer need our help. Thank you for being a part of the SDF mission. 
Your support has allowed us to accelerate this meaningful and much needed work. 

Sincerely,

Lorna M. Day
Executive Director
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In 2022, an estimated 10,470 children (birth to 14 years) and 5,480 adolescents 
(aged 15-19 years) will be diagnosed with cancer. 

Childhood cancer survivors have a mortality rate that is eight times greater than 
average due to the increased risk of liver and heart disease,  and increased risk  
for reoccurrence of the original cancer or of a secondary cancer. 

Nearly a quarter of childhood cancer survivors experience at least one debilitating 
neuromuscular condition 20 years post diagnosis.

The Sam Day Foundation was launched in 2018 with one primary focus: to advance 
cancer research for sarcomas and brain tumors that are having a devastating  
impact on young people. 90% of our program dollars are dedicated to that work. 
With the remaining 10%, we have established two additional programs aimed at  
delivering immediate support and encouragement to young people with cancer, 
and a few other students who reflect the spirit of this work.

DID YOU KNOW?

of the National Institute of Health’s 
cancer research budget is dedicated 
to childhood cancer.4%ONLY   

MORE CHILDREN DIE OF CANCER THAN ANY  
OTHER DISEASE IN THE UNITED STATES.

90% RESEARCH
Funding is dedicated to advancing research for childhood sarcomas and brain 
tumors at any phase of the research continuum from basic lab science to the 
bedside of a young person in need of hope. SDF favors research that will  
impact kids and researchers in the Pacific Northwest.

3% SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships are awarded to Beaverton, Oregon’s Sunset H.S. seniors who have 
demonstrated perseverance and a strong spirit while living with a chronic illness 
or disability. In 2022, the program was able to offer an additional scholarship to 
a Masters-level student who is also a recent brain tumor survivor.

7% WELLNESS
Our Wellness program offers patients comfort and encouragement through delivered 
care packages. As we emerge from the pandemic, this program will evolve to offer 
in-person experiences or small scale events for young people in treatment.
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NEW RESEARCH

Title: Accelerating the Identification of Targets for Innovative Sarcoma Therapies
Investigators: Beth Lawlor, MD, PhD & Rimas Orentas, PhD
Institution: Seattle Children’s Ben Towne Center for Childhood Cancer Research
Award: $85,000

Title: BrainChild Clinical Trials – Optimizing CAR T-cell therapy for patients with 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma
Investigator: Nick Vitanza, MD
Institution: Seattle Children’s Ben Towne Center for Childhood Cancer Research
Award: $50,000

Title: Demonstrating preclinical efficacy of immune therapeutic strategies with  
Vactosertib for c-MYC amplified Osteosarcoma in a humanized mouse model
Investigator: Alex Huang, MD, PhD
Institution: Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine/Angie Fowler  
AYA Cancer Institute/UH Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital
Award: $100,000

Title: Sam Day Endowed Lectureship in Pediatric Oncology
Institution: Oregon Health & Science University/Doernbecher Children’s Hospital
Award: $75,000

ONGOING RESEARCH

Title: Cancer Registry for Familial and Sporadic Tumors (CuReFAST)
Investigators: Charles Keller, MD & Andrew Woods, BS
Institution: Children’s Cancer Therapy Development Institute
Award: $370,000

Title: Development of “Hit to Lead” compound as a therapeutic agent to treat  
Ewing’s Sarcoma
Investigator: Monika Davare, PhD
Institution: Oregon Health & Science University
Award: $143,000

Title: Ewing’s Sarcoma Precision Medicine Program
Investigator: Giselle Sholler, MD
Institution: Atrium Health Levine Children’s Hospital
Award: $85,000

IMPACT03
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PATIENT CARE PACKAGES  
DELIVERED TO OREGON  
HOSPITALS

A care package program was launched to  
support kids enduring treatment for  
sarcomas and brain tumors. These boxes  
are meant to provide comfort items for  
newly diagnosed patients, and messaging  
to indicate that the Sam Day Foundation  
exists to help develop better cancer treat-
ments. Items included hot/cold packs,  
lotion, snacks, gum, notepads, chapsticks,  
socks, fidget toys, and $25 Amazon gift  
cards. Boxes will soon be made available  
for patients being treated at all Oregon  
and Washington hospitals.

$10,500 AWARDED IN SAM DAY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Apoorva Rao is our first Sunset H.S. cancer survivor to  
receive a Sam Day Memorial Scholarship. Apoorva  
survived rhabdomyosarcoma and lives with ongoing  
residual issues. She will pursue law school to make a  
difference in this world, and her powerful poetry has  
already been published.

Rylie Cader has struggled since she was born  
prematurely. She has learned to advocate for  
her own needs in order to set herself up for  
academic success. She is an inclusive advocate  
and she has big plans to serve students well  
as an educator.

Mariah Corbin is a special opportunity scholarship 
recipient this year. Working through her Masters 
in Nonprofit Management, Mariah knows first hand 
the life-altering impact of brain cancer as a young 
person. She has demonstrated impressive persever-
ence and intends to do more for childhood cancers 
through a future in nonprofit work.

Luke Rodgers found his confidence in his years of medical  
issues, which could have easily caused him to withdraw.  
He’s excited to help others by empowering them to know  
their body and teach them how to care for it.
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04 EVENTS

37-MILE CHALLENGE  |  SEPTEMBER 2021
 
Year two of this virtual challenge generated energy, awareness, and resources  
from around the country. During the month of September participants  
challenged themselves to run, walk, roll, or otherwise move 37 miles as  
an advocate for childhood cancer awareness.
 • 750 participants
 • $28,000 raised
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SAM DAY BUDDY RUN  |  SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
 
20 endurance runners chose to run a 12-mile course and fundraise in honor of  
a young person fighting cancer. Kids showed up to cheer on their runners and  
see this community working hard for the health and well-being of kids like them.  
The gratitude expressed at this event was contagious.
 • 20 runners • 20 kids
 • 12 miles • 50 volunteers
 • $81,000 raised
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SAM DAY SOIRÉE  |  MARCH 4, 2021
 
In another year of virtual fundraising, the SDF community tuned in again in support 
of the Sam Day Soirée. Viewers from around the country bid on auction items and 
raised their virtual paddles to make the event a big success.
 • Over 600 viewers
 • $263,000 raised
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05 FINANCIALS

REVENUE

Signature Events: $454,000

Donations: $113,000

Total Revenue: $567,000

EXPENSES

Fundraising: $40,000

Operations: $100,000

Total Expenses: $140,000

PROGRAMS

Research: $441,000

Experiences: $5,000

Scholarships: $10,000

Total Programs: $456,000
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06 LEADERSHIP

Lorna M. Day
Founder, Executive Director
Sam Day Foundation

Bob Day
Criminal/Social Justice Consultant
Deputy Chief (Ret)
Portland Police Bureau

Chris Sarles  (President)
Chief Executive Officer
Oregon Fruit Products 

Kelley Doering  (Vice President/Secretary)
Founder & Chief Executive Officer
ENGIN Creative

David Smith  (Treasurer)
Global Treasury Manager (Ret)
Microsoft Corporation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jae Cho, MD
Chief, Pediatric Neurology &
Scientific Director, 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Program
Oregon Health & Science University

Sarah Friend
Executive Vice President of  
Sales & Marketing
The Partners Group

Tracy Nordyke
Vice President of Program & Training
Mission Increase Foundation

Nancy Reynolds
Senior Business Director
Challenged Athletes Foundation

STAFF

Lorna M. Day
Executive Director 

Tracee Hiller
Operations Assistant

Katie Hennis
Event Manager (8.21 – 3.22) 

Mandy Magaddino
Event Manager (5.22 – Present)

Melanie Gillingham, PhD, RD, LD
Associate Professor, Department of Molecular 
& Medical Genetics School of Medicine
Oregon Health & Science University

Stacey Zahler, DO
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Cleveland Clinic 

MEDICAL RESEARCH ADVISORS

Steven DuBois, MD, MS
Associate Professor, Pediatrics
Director, Experimental Therapeutics  
for Pediatric Oncology
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

James Amatruda, MD, PhD
Professor of Pediatrics & Medicine,
Keck School of Medicine of USC
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles



ONE DAY

TY IZZY

MILES DAVID
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ONE
DAY

JOIN US,  TO CHANGE LIVES  
IN POWERFUL WAYS.

ONE DAY
THE SURVIVAL

STATISTICS
FOR CHILDHOOD

CANCER
WILL IMPROVE

AND MORE
KIDS WITH CANCER

WILL SURVIVE
AND LIVE WELL.


